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the war the latter often farmed as much as 2,000 acres,
and it was upon his fields that 'the fight for scientific
agriculture' in Germany was won.1 In the Punjab,
outside the colonies, the fight has hardly even begun.
In every country agricultural development depends
upon unceasing experiment, and one of the most useful
services a landlord can render his neighbours is to make
experiments. The smallholder cannot afford the risk
of failure: his margin of subsistence is too slender. But
he is quite shrewd enough to apply the successful
experiments of others. That is why the best German
authorities advocate a judicious mixture of large and
small proprietors.2 But the mixture will only be fruitful
if the large play their part.

If inquiry suggests a critical attitude towards the TheLand-
Punjab landlord, it must be added in his favour that
there is no reason to suppose that he is more of a
parasite than the landlord in other parts of India. There
are few countries, indeed, where before the war the
normal landlord showed any sense of responsibility for
either tenants or land. The post-war landlord is dif-
ferent. He realizes that if he does not mend his ways
he will be ended. This has already occurred in Russia,
and to a large extent in Roumania. In Roumania he has
been 'deprived of nearly 12 million acres in return for
an almost nominal compensation*.3 In Czechoslovakia
he has also lost much of his land and has been only
partially compensated. In Italy, Sicily, and Ireland he
has been the object of violent agitation, and in France
he is slowly losing his hold upon the land.4 In India the
significance of these facts is not generally understood,
and few appreciate the possibilities of the psychological
changes going on around them. The past has been so
kind to the landlord that he cannot believe that the
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